terviewees reported having had low back pain at some time, and 21% (95% CI 18%, 25%) had had low back pain in the past 12 months. After standardisation for age and sex, all of the back symptoms examined were substantially less common in Hong Kong than in Britain. The one year period prevalence oflow back pain was associated with occupational lifting (in both sexes) and with tall stature (in men only). Subjects tended to carry out less heavy lifting at work and to be shorter than participants in the earlier British study but these differences did not 
